BRADYPUS TRIDACTYLUS.
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ClIARACTER GENERICUS.

Dentes primores nulli utrinque.

Laniarii obtufi, {olitarii, molaribus longiores,
occurfantes.

Molares utrinque 5, obtufi.

Corpus pilis teftum.,
Lin, Sy/t. Nat. p- 50.

CHARACTER . SPECIFICUS.

BRADYPUS pedibus tridaéiylis, cauda brevi,
Lin. Syf. Naz. p. 5o.

Hoc animali vix aliud afpe@u deformius et inelegan-
tius poteft excogitari. Species ita in tabula depicta, in
America Auftrali nafcitur; fedem {ibi quacrens in de-
fertiflimis locis, ubi otium turbare nec poffint homnines
aut alia animantia. Negat celeberrimus Naturze feru
tator Buffonius reperiri pofle aliquid in hoc animali_
quod mundani fyftematis vel ufui vel decori inferviat ;
clamitans monfirum efle informe, fine arte et confilio
faltum, ct ad folas wrumnas aptum.  Nec mirum, ajt
ille; magna enim pars hominum vix fato meliore gau-
det.  Pace tamen tanti viri, (qui {ape feria cum ludi-
cris permifcet) liceat mihi dicere hoc ipfum auimal tam
vile,tam vifu foedum, pro fuis vite moribus fuifque pro-

priis



priis ameenitatibus non minus apte et idonee formari,
quam alia animantia, queis melior forma et ingenium
vividius obtigerint. Frulibus precipue vefcitur Bra-
dypus; fed et folia ipfa lubenter comedit. Motu in-
cedit languido et tardiffimo.  Vocem emittere dicitur
tam ultra fidem fingularem, tam miferanter ¢julantem,
vultu fimul adeo lachrymofo, ut audientium mifericor-
diam ct faftidium commoveat. Infolitum hunc clamo-
rem, (a natura, ut credere par eft pro defenfione datum}
fimul ac audierint alia animalia, terrore percita in fu-
gam fe recipiunt. Ncc tamen vox et praeterea nihil,
quo fe defendat data efl ; adeo enim robore prapollet
Bradypus, ut canem, unguibus fuis prehenfum, vche-
menter renitentem, et omni vi evadere conantem mor-
dicus retineat, doncc ipfa fame confumptum miferit.
Tantam enim ipfe tolerare poteft abftinentiam, ut trun-
co appenfus, finc efca aut potu, per menfem integrum
duraverit, vix tandem fame et languore confumptus.
Patet hoc a mirando Kircheri experimento.

Alia exftat Bradypi {pecies ; huic valde fimilis 5 cui
tamen pedes anteriores duobus tantum unguibus mu-

niti {unt.
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T H.E
THREE-TOED SLOTH.
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GENERIC CHARACTER.

No Cutting-Tecth in cither Jaw.

Canine Teeth obtule, fingle, lenger than the grind-
ers, placed oppofite.

Grinders five on each fide, obtufe.

Fore-Legs much longer than the hind.

Claws very long. [ Linnews and Pennant.

SPECIFIC CHARACTER.
SLOTH, with three toes on each foot, and a
very fhort tail ; fize of a {mallifh dog.

THREE-TOED SLOTH.
Pennant. Hift. Quadr. p. 404.

AL [ Buffon. vol. X111 p. g4. tab. 5.6.

So extraordinary is the union of awkwardnefs and ug-
linefs in this uncommon creature, that it has generally
been regarded as one of the moft ftriking examples of
animal deformity. The {pecies here exhibited, is a na-
tive of South America, where it refides in folitary places,
and where its quictude is leaft liable to be difturbed by
Man or other animals. A celebrated Naturalift, the
Count de Burron, will not allow this creature to have
any fhare in contributing to the general beauty in the
chain of beings, but regards it as an ill-conftructed
mafs of deformity, created only for mifery, which he

thinks.






